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September 28, 2005

Dear Friend in Christ Jesus,
Our church is alive and spirited with a wide variety of ministries.  Each one is serving a unique group of believers, seekers, and visitors at various stages of their Christian walk and understanding of the Gospel and our Great Commission.
As a new member of this church, I’ve sought out the quality and efficiency of some of our activities.  Ministry leaders I’ve met are vigorous and resourceful.  Those willing to participate or contribute find open doors and quick action.  I’ve seen our finance committee allocate funds with experienced frugality.  Yet we have clear and present needs . . . . more administrative and storage space, aesthetic and functional repairs or upgrades, a funded 5 year capital improvement plan, and monies for the increasing costs of general operations.  The Lord’s work here at St. Peter’s is limited only by our budget and the energies of those committed to service.  But who can limit God, or thwart his Will?
Philippians 2:12-18 and Psalm 111 address the intriguing coexistence of God’s sovereign Will, and our call to put faith to obedient action.  We all have big dreams and grand visions for greater ministry through SPUMC.  But the collective efforts of our church body here at St. Peter’s are ultimately in God’s hands, and to His glory (ref. I Peter 4: 8-11).
Our personal victories are found in walking the path he has set for each of us through scripture and the moving of the Spirit in our lives (ref. Romans 12 and Heb. 12:1-12).  As you and I invest thought, time, prayer, money, and energy in the God centered ministries here at SPUMC, the entire church body will benefit.  Our investment will demand our oversight (ref. Matthew 6: 19-21).  We can visit the office and view our annual budget, attend a committee meeting, or even participate in district, state, and national UMC functions.  We’ll be positioned to provide meaningful help, heart-felt encouragement, judicious solutions, and appropriate patience with and for those whom we work.                       Evaluate, Pray, Commit, Do.
Your Brother in the Lord,


Darrell Sodergren

Stewardship Chairman
darrell.sodergren@us.army.mil
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