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October 5, 2005

Dear Friend in Christ Jesus,
“Get to know two things about a man – how he earns his money, and how he spends it – and you have a clue to his character, for you have a searchlight that shows up the inmost recesses of his soul.  You know all you need to know about his standards, his motives, his driving desires, his real religion.” – R. J. McCracken

St. Peter’s ministries are poised to make good use of an expanded budget in 2006.  But I believe we could all donate our entire income to God’s work through this church, and there would still be spiritual, emotional, and physical need in our communities.  Conversely, if our combined commitments for next year total nothing! ($0.00!), God’s sovereign Will endures.  Boy, that one’s tempting!  Today’s markets provide more toys, tools, clothes, and services for our unique interests, than we can begin to corral.  Then there are more practical needs like food, medicine, appropriate housing, insurance, savings, and other worthy causes.  I doubt any of us has “extra money” which another desire or want could not consume.
Our financial challenge isn’t in a target number or another physical goal, . . .  but to invest God’s gifts to us as would please him (ref. Mal 3:8-12, Mark 12:41-44, and II Cor. 9:6-14).  There’s a direct connection between the cost of our commitment to God’s Kingdom and its priority in our lives.  And our church is the primary vehicle through which we serve the Lord.
SPUMC budgeting personnel will responsibly limit next year’s financial activity relative to the sum of our confidential pledges.  Good stewardship of our investment always demands ongoing evaluation and prayer.  But if you’re ready to take action, and haven’t yet, now is a good time to commit.  Each of us can then validate our commitment by doing it (ref. Matt 7:21-23).   “It is well to think well; it is divine to act well.” - Horace Mann

Perhaps our purpose, help, counsel, inspiration, and ultimate success, are tied together.  “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” (Hymn #526).  
Humbly,


Darrell Sodergren

Stewardship Chairman
darrell.sodergren@us.army.mil
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