
THE ROCK  

And I tell you that you are Peter, and on 

this rock I will build my church..." Matthew 

16:18  
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 "From The Pastor's Desk" 

                                                                       

From Griswald To Hope 

Romans 15: 12-13 

        This is the week I light up the house.  Stockings will be hung with "some" care. The palm tree will be adorned 
with bright decor.  Candy canes will aligned in formation around the sidewalk with an inflatable Polar Bear at its 
charge.  It is a balmy winter wonderland in Florida.  But something always causes me pause. The fake tree. 

        Several years ago we went with a fake tree. It was a difficult decision.  I loved the smell of the pine needles 
and the tradition. My dad would always get a live tree and curse while he tried to balance it, burn his hands on 
those fire hazard sting of Christmas bulbs only found in the 60's! But, the amount of time spent putting up my tree 
was taking away from something else. So, we went plastic.  It was put up with ease. The lights went on without a 
hitch. I did not shock myself with a broken bulb and I did not have to twist and turn the tree until it appeared 
straight as done in years past. 

        That same year the same uneventful turn of events happened while putting up the outside lights.  I used a 
new tool that did not involve staples or a ladder.  I pulled not one muscle and I did not cut myself.  Nor did I face 
near death by twisting and turning atop a broken ladder in order to staple one more section of lights without moving said ladder over.  Yes, I've been 
called Clark Griswald more than once in my life. 

        But what's not right about all of this?  Everything went smooth.  No accidents. No incidents.  Why am I frustrated that I was able to put up my tree 
inside the house and light the outside of my house in about 5 hours faster time than before?  I don't miss the ladder. I don't miss the prickly pine 
needles. I don't miss having to water the tree. I don't miss telling the dogs and cats not to drink the water. I don't miss the aching back.  It's weird, but 
honestly, what I missed was the dysfunction of the set up. I missed the accidents. I missed the squirrel that tried to attack me the year before. The 
chaos became enticing to a point where health seemed unreal and unnatural. 

        I see this happen in people's lives all the time. We want to get healthy. We want to do things rights. The reality, however, is that health is scary. 
The crisis becomes a drug. We forget how to function in health and therefore sabotage ourselves anytime we start to live "right". We generally take the 
initial step to make our goals, but we rarely use the tools necessary to get us there. 

        Hope is one of the themes of Advent. Within that theme is the desire to move from Hope to Joy. There is a difference between the beginning and 
the end. Hope sets our sights on the thing we seek. Joy is the celebration in its fruition. What do you hope for? What do you hope in? Does what or 
who you hope in matter enough to change how you live? 

        I wanted to spend less time setting up and taking down these decorations. The only way to achieve that was to act differently. Once I got over the 
trap of tradition and pratfalls, I really enjoyed what we accomplished and how everything looked. One other thing happened. A strand of lights went 
out. If I had set up the old way it would have been a decorating disaster to fix. Living out of a new approach enabled me to fix the strand with ease as 
well as add to the overall design. In our lives, living out of hope does not mean life will not diverge into the frustrating, but it can offer you a way to 
make that frustration work for you and not against you. If you want Joy in your life, start with Hope and allow that hope to change how you live. 
 

 

Peace and Blessings, 

 

Pastor Cory Britt 

 

 

 

Rev. Cory Britt 

     



 
 

  

St. Peter's 2nd Annual Christmas Festival 
   
The Christmas Festival at St. Peters will 
be held on Saturday, December 7th from 
9-3pm and helps to raise funds for our 
general missions' budget. This includes 
both local and international missions. 
Returning at popular request are local 
vendors, silent raffle, BBQ chicken dinner 
(the best BBQ in town!) and dress the 
Pastors! You don't want to miss all the 

fun! We will have local entertainment including our very own 
Copeland Davis who will be performing at 1pm. New attractions this 
year will be a bake sale sponsored by the Women of St. Peter's and a 
Children's Make & Take area with several different crafts throughout 
the day. 
 
Help needed for Christmas festival December 7, 2019 - 9-3pm 
We need help decorating the gym the week before the Christmas 
Festival.  We also need help in the kitchen & BBQ to make our 
signature BBQ chicken dinners on the day of the Festival. Volunteers 
are also needed during the Festival in many different areas. Please 
contact Ann Lewis at craftysari44@yahoo.com or call/text 561-373-
2347.Help us make this a success again this year! 
 
 
 

Hometown Holiday Toy Drive 

 
Worship Services 

 

 

Traditional Worship 

8:00 & 11:00 am 

Contemporary 

9:30 am 

Sunday School All Ages 

9:30 am    

  
 

St. Peter's Quick Links 

  
  

December 2019 Calendar 
  

 More About Us 

  
  

 
Food Ministry 

 

 

Urgent Need 

Please Donate 
 

We have been helping those in our congregation, 
their friends and families who are in need every 
month with Publix gift cards.  The need for help 

continues to grow so if you can help, please make 
your check out to St. Peter's putting Food Ministry 

in the memo section. 
. 

   

       

 

 

 

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/495c2dfc101/fdd19a4c-2d5e-4d67-a0d9-7d9a1209513b.pdf
http://stpeters-umc.org/
http://stpeters-umc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/74284991206/


  
St. Peter's will once again be 
hosting the Hometown Holiday 
Toy Drive for the Village of 
Wellington. Last year we were 
able to help over 600 children 
have Christmas.  
 
 

We are seeking Christmas presents for children from birth through 
18.  Our most popular items for younger children include: balls, 
outside games/toys, dolls, big trucks, and current action figures. For 
teenagers we need: make-up, nail polish, body wash (for boys and 
girls),cute purses/backpacks, cozy blankets, headphones, bluetooth 
speakers, etc. 
 
Please keep in mind that the community donates a lot of books, 
puzzles and games.  It would really be great if as a church we could 
supplement those donations. If you would prefer to donate money, we 
will use it to purchase items that have not been donated including gift 
cards. 
 
 
Toy Drive set-up will be on 
December 18 from 5-7pm and 
distribution on December 19 
beginning at 6pm. 
 
If you are interested in 
assisting with sorting the toys, 
shopping with the families 
and/or wrapping presents, 
contact Shelly Albright at 
stpeters-umc.org. 
 
  

INTENTIONAL DISCIPLING  
ADULT MINISTRIES 

 

Rev. Rachel Lever 

 
ADVENT STUDIES  
AWAITING THE ALREADY 

An Advent Journey Through the Gospels 

"The Christmas story we know so well is really a compilation of 
accounts found in each of the Gospels.  Although the four books 
present the event somewhat differently, each of them leads us on the 

 

REACH OUT TO 

CROS MINISTRIES 

Make a difference here at 

home! Help us alleviate 

hunger in Palm Beach 

County. Help us stock the 

CROS Food Pantry in Lake 

Worth by bringing non- 

perishable food items with 

you to worship. Demand is 

heavy and often the  

supply is limited. 

CROS - Christians 

Reaching Out to Society. 

  

  

ST. PETER'S 

AUTOMATIC OFFERING PLAN 

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS 

MADE EASY 

 

St. Peter's Automatic Offering Plan is similar to payment 
programs offered by banks and utility companies. Your 

contributions are automatically withdrawn from checking or 
savings accounts at any bank or credit union. It's 100% safe. 
No one but you has access to your account and nothing can 
be withdrawn without your authorization. You can change or 
cancel your contribution by simply sending a written notice to 
St. Peter's. For more information or to obtain an authorization 

form just click on the link Electronic Funds Authorization 
form or please call the office, 793-5712, ext.13.  

    

 

https://origin.library.constantcontact.com/doc200/1107293291924/doc/koSjpSgHDmFOf6ya.pdf
https://origin.library.constantcontact.com/doc200/1107293291924/doc/koSjpSgHDmFOf6ya.pdf


Advent journey of preparation for Christ's coming.  We are invited to 
encounter a fresh experience of the birth of Christ." - Cokesbury 

  
All groups have completed Session 1, but you can still join one! 
Mondays, December 2, 9, 16, 11:00 AM 
Leaders:  Carol Curtis and Rachel Lever 
Tuesdays, December 3, 10, 17, 7:00 PM 
Leader:  Debbie Louda 
Thursdays, December 5, 12, 19, 7:00 PM 
Leaders:  Debbie Tuliano and Howard Dargan 
Sundays, December 1, 8, 15, 22, 9:30 AM 
Leaders:  A rotation of leaders 
  
Cost of the book:  $8.00 
To register for a group:  Email rlever@stpeters-umc.org 
 
 

    

  
L to R 1st Row:  Rev. Rachel Lever, Marlene Walford 

L to R 2nd Row:  Barbara Wolf, Carol Curtis, Deborah Nesbit 

   
INSPIRE WOMEN'S CONFERENCE 

November 1, 2 - Five women from St. Peter's attended the 2019 Inspire 
Women's Conference, which was held at First United Methodist 
Church in Melbourne.  The event included inspiring music, dynamic 
speakers, and a wonderful selection of workshops.  Our new district 
superintendent, Rev. Dionne Hammond, served as MC.  
  

 

The hospitality 

program has increased since it was 
started.  The coffee and donuts have become 
a big hit with the children and adults.  It was 
decided to set up in the Fellowship Hall for 
the comfort of everyone with the addition of 

tables and chairs so we can all 
enjoy fellowship with others. 

   

 

 

        

ST. PETER'S GREETERS  AND WELCOME CART 
VOLUNTEERS 

I would like to thank you for your generous gift 
of time to volunteer to greet our church family 
and welcome visitors as they come to worship 

on Sunday. 

  

 

We are always looking for volunteers and if 
you have an interest please contact Shelly 

Albright 

   salbright@stpeters-umc.org 

or call 561-800-8375. 

   

 

Thank you again for your help. 

 

Coffee and donuts are 

served from 8:00 to 11:00 am. 

mailto:rlever@stpeters-umc.org
mailto:salbright@stpeters-umc.org


 
 Rev. Shirley Wright and Melanie Hooks 

 
BUILDING BETTER MOMS 

November 7- Rev. Shirley Wright, an ordained minister from the North 
Georgia Conference of the United Methodist Church, spoke on Loss 
and Grief at a recent Thursday morning gathering of Building Better 
Moms.  Rev. Wright is the mother of our own Melanie Hooks, one of 
the co-leaders of BBM. 

   
 

    
L to R:  Sue Gabriel, Ruth Mageria, Barbara Otto 

 
WOMEN OF ST. PETER'S 

November Event  
November 11 - Salad Bar Supper and Guest Speaker 
31 women attended the November event.  Our guest speaker was Ruth 
Mageria, the executive director of CROS Ministries.  The love offering, that 
evening, totaled $186.00, and we gave it to CROS.  Many thanks to each of 
you who donated money and/or food for this great mission.  We are also 

 
 

  

  We are always looking for some volunteers to 
help on Tuesday mornings to straighten out and 

supply the sanctuary. If this is something you 
would be interested in please contact Debbie 

Ferrugio in the church office at 561-793-5712 ext. 
13. 

  

 

United Methodists have 

"The Upper Room  

Living Prayer Center" 

prayer ministry with a 24-hr, 

toll-free Prayer Line at: 

1-800-251-2468. 

Here at St. Peter's, we have an intercessory prayer 
group called 

The Pathway to God 

Prayer Ministry. 

Michelle Knevelbaard is our new coordinator.  You 
can send your prayer concerns to pray@stpeters-
umc.org and she will forward them to the rest of 

the prayer team. 
 

RESOURCES  
  

Click on icons to for more information.  

     

UMC 2008 Book of Discipline 

 Cokesbury  

   
  

 

mailto:HutcheKe@gmail.com
http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/DynamicContent.aspx?id=87&pageid=920
http://stpeters-umc.org/
http://www.flumc2.org/districts/detail/25
http://www.stpeters-umc.org/serving_ministries/index.asp


grateful to Sue Gabriel for inviting Ruth to speak and to Barbara Otto for her 
passionate service to CROS. 

December Event 
December 9 - Holiday Social ~ Christmas Caroling 
Women of all ages are invited to this event.  Jenn Morgan is planning a sing-
a-long, and the leadership team is planning some delicious seasonal 
goodies.  As always, there is no cost, but a love offering will be received.  To 
make a reservation, email rlever@stpeters-umc.org.  

 
   

WOMEN OF ST. PETER'S 
is sponsoring a Bake Sale 
at the Christmas Festival 

December 7 - Calling all bakers ... Would you help us by baking your favorite 
bread or dessert?  All proceeds will go to fund local and international 
missions!  Here are some guidelines: 
--All items must be homemade and packaged 
--If you are donating a pie or cake, please bring it on a disposal plate to give 
away 
--Use this time to fellowship with other women - and have fun! 
--Bring your baked goods to the gym kitchen (servery) on or by Friday 
afternoon, December 6. 
--Text or call Tonya Pignato, 561-301-0112, if you have questions. 

   
  

Disciple Bible Study I 
Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study 

This study will begin in January 2020, and it will meet on Wednesday 
mornings.  Those interested in the course should plan to do Bible reading 5 
days out of 7.  Participants will read 80% of the Bible during the 34 weeks of 
the class.  Weekly attendance in class should be a priority.  The cost of the 
study manual will be announced soon.  Please contact Rachel 
Lever, rlever@stpeters-umc.org, to register for Disciple I.  

TRADITIONAL MUSIC 
It's the most wonderful time of year! Music of 
this season is everywhere, granted it did arrive 
a little earlier in some places than we may have 
preferred. By the time you read this, the sounds 
of the season will be resounding in the malls, 
the radio, and, I hope, in your heart. 
Remember, this is also Advent...the time when 
we prepare ourselves for the Coming of the 
King. You will hear songs such as, O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel, O, How a Rose E'er 
Blooming, and Come, Thou Long-Expected 
Jesus with a sprinkling of your favorite Christmas carols...and just what 
is your favorite? Let's make sure we sing it this season! 
All those favorite carols and hymns that you remember are shared and 
lifted up during our traditional services (8am and 11am). While you may 
occasionally hear them at the 9:30am Contemporary Service, typically 
that hour includes Christian music of the 21st century. There are many 
great tunes being written and recorded by the young artists of today. 
But, if you are wanting to sing/hear hymns, come to the 8am or 11am 
service. 
 
 

 

 

 

Jim Sheldrake 

 

 
 

 

 

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN 
COUNSELING CENTER 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  

  
 

 

 

 

mailto:rlever@stpeters-umc.org
mailto:rlever@stpeters-umc.org
http://www.flumc2.org/
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1353935/k.69CC/The_mission_of_The_United_Methodist_Church_is_to_make_disciples_of_Jesus_Christ.htm
http://www.stpeters-umc.org/serving_ministries/index.asp
http://www.ccccpb.org/
http://www.stpeters-umc.org/serving_ministries/local.asp
http://www.stpeters-umc.org/serving_ministries/local.asp
http://www.stpeters-umc.org/serving_ministries/local.asp
http://www.stpeters-umc.org/serving_ministries/national.asp
http://www.stpeters-umc.org/serving_ministries/national.asp


Music Plan for December 
 
Fellowship Song for December: Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
 
December 1 
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
The Wonder of Christmas (Advent Candle-lighting) 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
 
December 8 
Hail to the Lord's Anointed 
The Wonder of Christmas (Advent Candle-lighting) 
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
Christ Is Born 
O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 
December 15 
The Wonder of Christmas (Advent Candle-lighting) 
Angels from the Realms of Glory 
Choir Cantata: There Is a Rose 
Do You Hear What I Hear? 
Joy to the World 
 
December 22 
Angels We Have Heard on High 
The Wonder of Christmas (Advent Candle-lighting) 
O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Proclaim the Joy 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 
December 24 
Christmas Eve Service 7pm and 9pm 
The Wonder of Christmas (Advent Candle-lighting) 
Lessons & Carols 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
What Child Is This? 
O Come, All Ye Faithful 
O, Holy Night 
O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Silent Night, Holy Night 
Joy to the World 
 
December 29 
The First Noel 
Rock-a-Bye, My Dear Little Boy 
We Three Kings 
 
What's your New Year's Resolution?  How about JOIN THE CHOIR! 
 
Have a blessed and safe December. 
 
 
  

 
 

  

 

Puerta de Golpe, Cuba 

 

Zambia 

 

Contact Information 
Website: stpeters-umc.org      
Phone: 561-793-5712            
Fax:      561-793-5848 
  
Senior Pastor: 
Rev.Cory Britt 
Ext. 11  
Cbritt@stpeters-umc.org 
  
Assistant to Pastor: 
Rev. Rachel Lever, 
Ext. 21 
Rlever@stpeters-umc.org   
  
Director of Children and Youth Ministries:  
Shelly Albright , 
Ext. 29  
Salbright@stpeters-umc.org  
  
Coordinator of Children's Arts 
Jenn Morgan 
Jmorgan@stpeters-umc.org  
  
Director of Praise and Worship 
Copeland Davis 
Copeland.davis@gmail.com 
  
Director of Traditional Worship 
Jim Sheldrake 
Ext. 30 
jsheldrake@stpeters-umc.org 
 
 
  
 

http://stpeters-umc.org/
mailto:Rlever@stpeters-umc.org?
mailto:salbright@stpeters-umc.org?
mailto:Jmorgan@stpeters-umc.org
mailto:jsheldrake@stpeters-umc.org
http://www.stpeters-umc.org/serving_ministries/national.asp
http://www.stpeters-umc.org/serving_ministries/international.asp
http://www.stpeters-umc.org/serving_ministries/international.asp


UPWARD BASKETBALL & 

CHEERLEADING 

Host an Upward  
Player or Cheerleader 

Proverbs 15:13  A happy heart makes the face cheerful 

  

St. Peter's Upward Connection 
 

Our mission this season is to promote positivity!  
It does not cost anything to participate.No gifts are to be 
given!  We are showing how everyone can change a life 
through a positive message.  Encourage participants 
through daily prayer, positive notes, maybe visit a game, or 
any way you would like to let them know that  
St. Peter's cares.   
 

 
 

This season we have 266 participants! 
 

We will need 191 hosts!  That's right 191!!! 
You may host multiple families!! 

 
Help us reach our goal by having ALL of our  

participants feel the love at St. Peter's. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Secretary: 
Debbie Ferrugio 
Ext. 13 
Dferrugio@stpeters-umc.org   
  
Director of CEC: 
Lori Maxwell 
Ext. 17  
Lmaxwell@stpeters-umc.org    
  
Pastoral Counseling: 
Community Christian Counseling Center  
561-622-5423 

 

mailto:Dferrugio@stpeters-umc.org?
mailto:Pbanks@stpeters-umc.org?


 

 
 

A mailbox will be outside the Sanctuary each Sunday to 
collect your messages.  I will sort them and deliver them 
to the child after each game.  There are 8 games.  January 
18 ~ March 7.  If you are unable to attend Church to deliver 
your message, no worries, please drop them off in the 
Church office, I will pick them up during the week.  A hand 
written note can make someone's day!    
 
Beginning December 1st, a table will be outside the 
Sanctuary after all services.  Please stop by and pick up 
your child(ren).  You will receive a photo of the child, first 
name, team/squad name, a little about what the child likes 
(if they shared information with me) and a special Upward 
pin and window cling to help you remember to pray!  Hang 
your window cling on your bathroom mirror or rear view 
mirror, these are things you look at each day so you will 
not forget!  Some participants asked for a special prayer, 
these are written on their paper.   
 
Together we can help teach these kids that a smile, a 

note, a stranger caring about them, or just an invite to sit 

at church can be powerful! 

 

Sponsor Our League 

 

Sponsors help us to provide scholarships to local families and 

improve our Upward program.  We provide the banner, you 

provide the graphics.  The banner is yours to keep after a year 

or you can renew for a discounted rate!  If you have a business 

or work for a company who would like to sponsor a Christian 

Sports League, please contact Jennifer Klinkowitz 

at upward@stpeters-umc.org.  Join our faithful sponsors who 

return year after year. 

 

 

 

 



 

YOUTH MINISTRIES 

  

 
  

In November we completed the church-wide study, Treasures of the 
Transformed Life, held our Friendsgiving dinner, held Discovery 
Weekend, and made over 60 Operation Christmas Child 
boxes!  AND, December is going to be another event filled month!  
 
Be sure to save the dates for upcoming events including Rock the 
Universe, Confirmation and our mission trips! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PALM BEACH 
BALLOON 
FESTIVAL 

     On December 1 from 
5-9pm, we will have a 
special youth group 
excursion to the first ever 
Palm Beach Balloon 
Glow. This event 
features hot air balloons 
glowing at dusk (weather 
permitting). Admission to 
the event is charged per 

vehicle which we will cover. However, we are asking youth to bring 
spending money for the food vendors or activities at the event. 
We are looking for drivers and chaperones! For more info about 
the event click here. 

  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/palm-beach-balloon-festival-tickets-76484333701?aff=allevents


  
We will be continuing our 
December tradition of 
performing random acts of 
kindness! It is one of our 
youth's favorite activities. 
Volunteers will be needed 
during this event.  
Please contact Shelly 
Albright, if you are available 
to serve at 
salbright@stpeters-umc.org. 
 

 
Wondering what is a 
white elephant gift 

exchange? 
 

Here's how it works: 
Each youth participating 
brings one gift. 
Preferably a $10 or less 
item. These can be 
funny (whoopie 
cushion, a jar of pigs' 
feet), useful (fuzzy 
socks, candles, lotion), 
or a mix between the 
two. However, no live 
animals!  
 
 

Next, everyone draws numbers, and the game begins! The first 
person picks a random gift, and the second person can either steal 
that gift or choose their own. This continues until all of the gifts have 
been opened, and then the person who drew number one gets to 
pick among them all. It makes for an exciting, inexpensive, and 
(usually) laughable gift exchange.  

(Credit goes to Yahoo Lifestyle for the great explanation!) 

 
 
Florida's biggest Christian Music 
Festival, Rock the Universe is right 
around the corner! It's an 
unforgettable weekend of faith and 
fun!  We will be leaving Saturday 
morning, January 25, at 10am and 
returning on Sunday. The price is 
$75 per youth. Money will be due December 31 in order to ensure a 
spot. Friends of youth are invited! We will be needing adult 
volunteers! Contact Shelly Albright for more information or to 
volunteer. 
 
The Talent Line Up for Saturday evening is as follows: Chris 
Tomlin, TobyMac, Bethel Music, We Are Messengers, Unspoken, 
and I Am They.   
 

CONFIRMATION 
St. Peter's will be offering Confirmation classes for 7th & 8th grade 
youth and above beginning January 5, 2020.  
 
Confirmation is an important step in a youth's faith journey. It is an 
opportunity to respond to the grace of God available to us, as 
acknowledged in baptism, and to promise to live as a person of faith. 



Confirmation is also a response of commitment, profession of faith, 
and re-dedication. We strive to make this time of spiritual growth 
something they will cherish throughout their life. Friendships will be 
formed as they learn and grow together while becoming disciples of 
Jesus Christ. 
  
There will be a mandatory parent/youth meeting on: January 5, 2020 
at 3pm to review the requirements and the curriculum. There will be 
15 classes, 1 retreat weekend and a faith statement presentation. 
  
Please let us know if your youth is interested in joining the 2020 
class or contact Shelly Albright with any questions. 
 

MISSION TRIPS 

 
Middle School Mission Trip: June 14-20 
Our Summer youth mission trip for middle school will be in the 
northeast Georgia mountains. Youth will be introduced to a 
community of numerous Hispanic families working and trying to just 
get by.  The families in these areas are struggling daily to acclimate 
to a new life in a new country. During the trip, they will be able to 
reach out and minister to these families through home repair 
projects and children's ministry in their own neighborhoods. Youth 
will also have the opportunity to work with these families through 
home improvement projects. 
 
High School Mission Trip: July 19-25 
The high school youth will experience an unforgettable week of 
hands-on mission projects, exciting music and programs, and group-
building high adventure activities. The Copper Hill camp is located in 
Tennessee, just miles from Georgia and North Carolina, allowing 
service projects in all three states. The youth have the opportunity to 
reach out and minister in these areas where closed businesses and 
industries have left people with little means to provide for their 
families. Mission trip work focuses on home repair and renovation: 
however, it is the relationships formed with those served that will be 
remembered forever. 

 
 
 

DECEMBER   CALENDAR      
 
1     Sunday morning classes:  All ages meet in the youth room at 11am. 
       Youth Group  5-9pm Palm Beach Balloon Festival 
4     Small groups: 7-8:30pm 

Girl Talk  - Youth Office 
B&B  -  Gym 
7     Christmas Festival 9am-3pm 
8     Sunday morning classes: All ages meet in the youth room at 11am. 
       Youth Group - 4-7pm: Random Acts of Kindness 
11    Small groups: 7-8:30pm 

Girl Talk  - Youth Office 
B&B  -  Gym 
15     Sunday morning classes: All ages meet in the youth room at 11am. 
Youth Group - 4-6pm: Christmas Party 
18     Small groups: 7-8:30pm 

Girl Talk  - Youth Office 
B&B  -  Gym 
22     Sunday morning classes: All ages meet in the youth room at 11am. 
Youth Group - 4-6pm: Ice Skating 
24     Christmas Eve Worship Services: 5pm Children's Service, 7 & 9pm 

Candlelight          
25     Christmas Day! No Small groups 
29     No Sunday School, No youth Group 

 
 



 
 

 SUMMER DATES: 

*June 8-12: Vacation Bible School 
*June 14-20: Middle School Mission Trip 
*June 29-July 3: Kids in Mission Camp 
July 6-11: Warren Willis Camp 
*July 13-17: Basketball Camp 
*July 19-25: High School Mission Trip 
*July 27-31: Basketball Camp 
*Opportunities for community service hours. 
 

__________________________________________ 

Please contact Shelly Albright for information about any of the 

above programs or events at salbright@stpeters-umc.org  

 

 CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES 

by Shelly Albright 
 

Last month during our church-wide 
study, Treasures of the Transformed Life, I 
had a unique opportunity to challenge our 
children.  Each child was given $5. They had a 
choice to either keep the money or to use it 
towards something good. They were to report 
back the following Sunday.  
 

 
I was not surprised by their generosity! However, I was truly inspired 
by their thoughtfulness.  All of the children had unique stories and 
experiences. Not one of them kept the money for themselves. 
Although several still hadn't come up with what they were going to 
do with the money.  
 
I can't share all the stories the stories in depth, but I will share one 
story that was indeed special. The story is about Abby and Mikey 

written from their mother's perspective. 
Abby and Mikey decided to donate their 
money to our local Hospice. For those 
unaware, our dear friend Annie passed 
away a year ago this past week. Trustbridge 
was where she spent her last days, and the 
kids decided they wanted to help others to 
feel as comfortable as possible in honor of 
Annie. 

 
We drove up there on Friday after school. The 
receptionist was moved by their story and asked 
if we minded waiting a few minutes. Next thing 
you know, half a dozen folks are shaking their 
hands and thanking them. The ladies are all 
teary eyed and the chaplain is interviewing them 
while I'm signing releases. Lol. They both 
received swag bags full of awesome stuff and 
about a dozen people, including a couple there 
to see a loved one, are positively impacted by a 
simple drive up to 45th street. Amazing.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
Stop 2 was the Goodwill next to Abby's dance studio. 
We often see folks in need around there, including a 
disabled homeless man and a woman with an obvious 
drug problem. The kids wrote cards with positive 
messages like, "You are more important than you 
know", God loves you" and "God has a plan for you". 

   
We then snuck these cards into random coat pockets 
in the store (in 

spite of Mikey's fear that we 
would get in trouble. Lol) It is 
our prayer that these cards will 
have a positive impact at just 
the right moment to whomever 
finds them. 
  
 
I am incredibly thankful to have found a place at St. Peter's UMC. 
And I am beyond moved at the impact this little exercise has had on 
all of us. 
 

Christmas Festival Make and Take: Saturday Dec. 7 
Children are invited to participate in our Make & Take tables at the 
Christmas Festival. They will be able to create a variety of Christmas 
art projects throughout the day. We are suggesting a love offering be 
made to "purchase" your child's masterpiece. All money raised will 
be donated to our Missions Ministry. 

 
An Advent Experience for Children: Sunday 

Dec. 15 
Children will hear the Christmas story, create 
Christmas symbols and participate in an Advent 
wreath worship service. This special Sunday 
school experience is from 9:30am-12pm. It will 
take the place of regular Sunday school and 
children's chat. 

 
 

Need an extra shopping day this season? 
 Looking for a great way for your child to start the holiday 

break? 
Drop your child off for our 1-day Basketball Clinic! We will be holding 
a one-day Basketball Clinic on Saturday, December 22 from 9am-
2:00pm. The cost will be $30 per child.  

Need to Know Information: (Please read carefully) 

 $30 for each child. 

 Session begins at 9am and end at 2:00pm. Please use the 
West parking lot entrance for drop off and pickup. Check in 
will be located at the main entry point. All campers must be 
checked-in and out daily at the main entrance. 

 Children must be picked-up promptly at 2:00pm. 

 Children must bring snacks and lunch each day. 

 For your child's safety and comfort, please have them wear 
appropriate athletic attire. 

SUMMER DATES 
June 8-12:           Vacation Bible School 
June 29- July 3:  Kids in Mission Camp 
July 6-11:            Warren W. Willis Summer Camp (Week 5) 
July 14-17:          Basketball Camp Week 1 
July 27-31           Basketball Camp Week 2 
 



_____________________________________________________ 
Children's Ministries is always in need of volunteers! If you are 

interested in serving (in any capacity) during the 2019/2020 school 
year, please contact me at salbright@stpeters-umc.org. 

 
If you haven't liked our Children's Ministries Facebook Page, now is 

the time. Follow this link to stay up to date on all that we do!  
  

CHILDREN'S ARTS 
                                    

 

 
 

 

  

 

*ATTENTION ST. PETER'S YOUTH* 
Youth Band Opportunities 

 If you love music, singing, signing or if you play a musical 

instrument come share your talents with our Youth Band. 

Rehearsals are on Sunday's at 3PM in the Youth Room! 
 

 

For more information contact Ms. Jenn  

jmorgan@stpeters-umc.org  



CHILD ENRICHMENT CENTER 

             

 
 

 

We held our annual C.R.O.S. food drive and once again 

exceeded our goal!  Last year we collected 3,301 items and 

this year our grand total was 6,026 

items .                                       

A huge thank you to the Desmond Family!  Chloe is in the VPK 

program at C.E.C. and it all started with a simple Facebook post 

they shared with their family and friends about the C.R.O.S. 

food drive. Her husband, Elijah Desmond, who is the Captain 

and CEO of Smiles at Sea, a Dental Conference on a cruise ship 

rallied together his dental Facebook group to support his 4 year  

old daughters class food drive and shared the simple post within 

his large group. When he put out the message out to almost 

16,000 dental professionals asking for help, he couldn't believe 

the response! Between deliveries and retail store order pickups, 

they were able to collect almost 3,600 items! Chloe learned a 

valuable life session and had fun in the process. 

 

 

Lori Maxwell  
 



 
 

Parents made delicious dishes to contribute to our Teacher 

Thanksgiving Feast.  All of the staff were able to eat and 

fellowship together during the school day.  Thank you to Pastor 

Cory, Pastor Rachel, Shelly Albright, and Sam Scott for 

covering classes to make this event possible.  

 

 

 

 

  



   SALTY SERVICE 

INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS  
One for Israel 
Many schools here in the USA are closed for adverse weather 

but schools in Israel have been closed because of hundreds of 

rocket attacks. The college decided to remain open despite the 

barrage from Hamas raining up and down the country. Also, 

they discovered that a lawsuit has been filed against Facebook 

on account of their evangelistic videos. However, they are 

determined to carry on sharing the gospel and training the next 

generation in the Word of God. Please pray for Israel and Gaza. 
 

Zambia-Nate Steury/The Enrights 
We have received updates on their projects. They are ¾ of the 

way to developing a clinic. Elinda Steury, Nate's wife, along 

with Lorraine Enwright's granddaughter, (also Lorraine) are 

nurses and will staff the clinic. Doctors from the Congo have 

agreed to fly up for surgeries. 

On site they want to begin a woman's domestic abuse shelter. 

As part of the culture, men beat their wives. Presently there is 

no place for them to go to be safe. 
 

Liberia- Johannes and Lena Ebner 
Once again we have not received a newsletter from the Ebners 

as they are in such a remote area. Please pray for protection for 

them as they endeavor to reach the people there for Christ. Not 

only is the problem a lack of technology, but also they battle 

secret societies that actually murder people. 

  

Cuba- Puerta de Golpe -Eduardo Murga 

Alonso de Rojas- Arturo Silot Labaceno 
Because of the generosity of members of St. Peters, Puerta de 

Golpe was able to buy Bibles for everyone in the congregation. 

Now someone else donated money for Alonso de Rojas to 

acquire Bibles for the whole congregation. Praise God. 

In His service, 

Carol Walters Curtis and Ann Lewis  
  

 


